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not dead and because she is not, and is resolved not to die,
she compels us not to resign ourselves to despair. Is it
rashness this confidence which is determined not to yield?
No, since Churchill does not disarm, since Paul Reynaud
does not let his hands fall to his sides, since the French
Government is stiffening under his influence into fierce
resolution."
This appeared on the morning of June I4th. It was
to be my last article in the Petit Parisien.
The last lines are clear enough. They were accurate.
For Mr. Churchill they corresponded to the statement
which M. Paul Reynaud had made me in the afternoon.
Only the last phrase went beyond the truth since it
attributed " a fierce resolution " to the whole Government,
which I doubted, but was anxious to inculcate into it.
When at length the statement was issued it disappointed
everyone. It was neither what I wanted nor what the
Generalissimo would have made it. It was a strange
mixture in which the double Governmental current circu-
lated. It was not " We will yield," neither was it " We
must not yield," still less did it reveal the fierce resolution
with which I thought fit to credit them.
At least nothing was absolutely lost. It was at Bordeaux
that the last act of the tragedy would be played. Mean-
while the Germans made their entry into Paris.